Greetings, all,

I hope this letter finds you all in good health and great spirits. My name is Bryan Blackorby, a 2003 Tar Heel alumnus living in Atlanta, Georgia, with an important message on behalf of the Wesley Foundation.  
As detailed in this issue of The Word, Wesley has experienced significant growth in donations from 2004 to 2005, a fantastic job by our friends and family! Your contributions are an integral part of keeping our “home away from home” a vibrant community that will continue to impact your life, the lives of future Tar Heels, and this little place we call Planet Earth. 

Unfortunately, the campus ministry is still under substantial budget pressure from funding cuts over the last few years, a problem affecting everything from the state of the building to our programs available. However, I believe we can overcome this challenge and make an even bigger difference in 2006 with the slightest effort. 

As a banker living solo in Atlanta, I struggled to figure out how I could do my part with grad school looming. Like similar programs initiated in my workplace, I decided to sign on to the automated monthly donation plan mentioned in the Fall edition of The Wesley Word. In January, my first donation was drafted from my checking account through the University and sent to Wesley. Quick, easy, and relatively painless. 
Just as I encourage clients and friends to automate their savings and expenses, allow me to encourage you to automate your donations as well. By design, it makes donating a monthly opportunity, allowing you to donate on a scale that may not be possible during an annual campaign. 
Consider the following example: You donated $500 to the Wesley Foundation last year. Thank you very much! Now try this out: If you give $50 a month for a year, the quick math let’s you know your $600 is a full 20% more than you donated last year.  If you apply that 20% to the total donations for 2005, Wesley’s income increases significantly. 
Forms are available online through the “Alumni, Parents, and Friends” section of the UNC website, designate funds to code #6272, and let the folks at Wesley know so they can confirm upon receipt. If you’re donating to the University already, it’s possible to automate that donation and divide the contributions to your causes of choice, as well as adjust your giving at any time! Find a balance that works for you. 
As a personal challenge from me to you, I’m contributing 1% of my gross income to Wesley. Evaluate the causes to which you give, calculate it yourself and see if it’s more than you gave this past year. If it is, fantastic! How does 2% or 10% look? 
We all lead different lives with different responsibilities.  For some of you donating at all may be not possible at this time. That’s perfectly okay and we all understand. However, if you’re already giving to Wesley please consider how you can increase your giving. Inquire about a matching gift from your place of business, check the cracks of your couch, clip a few more coupons, and challenge yourself! I promise you’ll be satisfied with the results. 
On behalf of Wesley past, present and future, thanks for your previous contributions and in advance for those yet to come. Your efforts are greatly appreciated! Thank you for your time and for all that you do, and may your life be blessed with all the best. 
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Big Wesley Love,
